Vietnamese Australians who arrived in Australia as refugees since the 1970s and later as migrants, have developed complex relationships of remembering, knowing and belonging to environments in Vietnam and Sydney. Water was a frequent point of reference in our interviews with Vietnamese people in Sydney, and their relationships with water are used in this article to explore interviewees' associations with places. The article focuses on cultural knowledge of environments, which people bring with them, such as their connections with rivers and oceans, central to both memories of place and the histories of Vietnam. These memories also change with return visits and experiences between these places. Vietnamese refugees' experiences of escape and trauma coming across oceans from Vietnam also influence subsequent relationships with place. Finally, relationships with Sydney parks and urban waterways are explored by examining popular places for family and community get-togethers along Georges River, located near where many Sydney Vietnamese people live. These have become key places in making Sydney home for Vietnamese people. The article considers how Vietnamese Australian cultural knowledge of place could be shared and acknowledged by park managers and used in park interpretation.
Introduction
Vietnamese Australians who arrived in Australia as refugees since the 1970s and later as migrants, have developed complex relationships of remembering, knowing and belonging to environments in Vietnam and Sydney. Water was a frequent point of reference in our interviews with Vietnamese people in Sydney, and their relationships with water are used in this article to explore interviewees' associations with places. The article focuses on cultural knowledge of environments, which people bring with them, such as their connections with rivers and oceans, central to both memories of place and the histories of Vietnam. These memories also change with return visits and experiences between these places. Vietnamese refugees' experiences of escape and trauma coming across oceans from Vietnam also influence subsequent relationships with place. Finally, relationships with Sydney parks and urban waterways are explored by examining popular places for family and community get-togethers along Georges River, located near where many Sydney Vietnamese people live. These have become key places in making Sydney home for Vietnamese people. The article considers how Vietnamese Australian cultural knowledge of place could be shared and acknowledged by park managers and used in park interpretation. By looking at water symbolism, this paper acknowledges that, as anthropologist Veronica Strang suggests, there are strong connections in the ways people value water across the world, and so there is potential for cross-cultural studies. Yet the particular ways in which these meanings are reinvented, and either valued or ignored when cultural contexts change, are still worthy of attention. This is especially vital in relation to refugee and migration experiences, which differ significantly from Strang's examples of the Kowanyama Indigenous community of Cape York in far North Queensland, Australia and Dorset in southern England.
Background and method
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Like the Georges River, Vietnamese memories and knowledges are tidal, moving back and forth across time and place. Cultural knowledge of place moves between Vietnam and Sydney -it is influenced by return travel, stories told and other physical and cultural cues.
Why explore Vietnamese relationships to rivers and parks?
Vietnamese Australians form a large proportion of the population in southwest Sydney, concentrated in areas such as Cabramatta and Fairfield near the Georges River parks.
Nearly 40% of NSW Vietnamese speakers live in this area and they are the largest group of the overseas born residents in Fairfield. 6 They have been frequent users of the parks since the late 1970s to early 1980s as neighbours and visitors. Public friction and conflict with natural resource managers and other fishers has arisen over their fishing and park use, due to different approaches to environments and resources. River pollution was a major concern for interviewees and showed both the growth of The river over there … it's…dirty and smelly (laughs) it's not like the Georges River here in Bankstown. You really can't fish over there. You wouldn't want to eat anything that you fish out of the river, because people do all sorts of things in the river, … they bathe in the river, they wash their clothes, and occasionally they go to the toilet in the river as well.
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This also gives an idea of the standards people measure the Australian environment by, and the relative nature of appraisal of environments. , and now lives in Greenacre, South west Sydney said "when you were steering you could see the boat and it just looked like a little leaf in the middle of a big bowl of black ink ….you could see a big wave and its coming up on you, And you could hear the body of the timber boat groan under the weight of the wave when it dropped onto the boat. I will never forget that" T. Carroll, ed. (2001) …in Vietnamese culture, we think of water as life, it's calming…The river is a big part of Vietnamese culture because in rural areas, people use the water from the river for the rice fields…so there's that connection of the river, and also the land and the rice fields there. To some people when they look at the river it makes them feel a bit at home…it reminds them of their memories in Vietnam. The river is a big part of our life and that's why a lot of people do fishing. to the city. 59 The winding watercourses of Sydney, such as the Georges River allow a build up of qi (earth energy), which promotes prosperity; while the Blue Mountains located behind the city, protect it.
Dai Le said that her mother knew that certain places on the Georges River, which is said to resemble a dragon in shape, were seen to be luckier than others, in relation to C"u Long/Mekong in Vietnam. She had also heard that in Sydney, a beneficial place to live was around Chipping Norton where many middle class Vietnamese people live.
60
Vietnamese who are successful financially live there, which is regarded as attracting more qi and good fortune. Some Chipping Norton focus group residents said their neighborhood's good feng shui was due to their closeness of the Georges River.
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One interviewee had heard that people explained the success of Cabramatta's businesses being partly due to its positive feng shui. In one sense Cabramatta has grown and thrived because it's close to the migrant hostel where Vietnamese people originally stayed before they moved into private homes in nearby areas. Some Vietnamese people say this is part of the reason, but point out that Villawood isn't flourishing, and it is closer to the hostel. They said Cabramatta thrives because its feng shui is auspicious.
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While most Vietnamese have come to Sydney as refugees and are there for work and social reasons, these reasons could be seen as a way of reclaiming agency by explaining how they came to be here, particularly in ways which express pride in their achievements in the face of struggle. Feng shui operates as a familarising strategy; a way of making a place and Vietnamese people's presence within it 'make sense'. 63 The dragon is used as a national symbol for Vietnam and to explain the shape of the country itself, so it could be a way of strengthening and valuing Vietnamese identities in 59 E. Lip, 1997 They love excursions, and they love exploring. Like we did in the past, they want to adjust themselves into the environment -and everyone thinks the same opinion that the environment in Australia is the best.
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She spoke of the isolation many felt on arriving and how they planned activities to help make the place familiar and accessible like going on the Parramatta Rivercat and picnics in parks and gardens.
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Apart from having adventures in Australia, sometimes it is the return trips to Vietnam, which clarify for Vietnamese Australians where they feel they belong, and the environments they are simultaneously attached to. For the Nguyens, the passing of time, working and living in Canberra and Sydney, raising children in Australia, and returning with them to visit relatives in Vietnam raised many conflicting feelings about 'home'. Kim Nguyen said of this experience: "…we realised that Australia is our home.
Vietnam is our home country but Australia is our home.' 
Conclusion
An important part of learning and acquiring knowledge is being able to share it with others and pass it on. Recognizing Vietnamese knowledge of Georges River, in relation to Aboriginal, Arabic, Chinese, and other residents' engagements with place means we can explore connections between places in the world. We can see it as knowledge garnered and reworked from many sources and places, which changes over time. We need to look at how Vietnamese and other Australian stories merge and diverge, like rivers, to consider how their voices and narratives can be mediums for these places too like water itself.
Valuing various ways of coming to the river and knowing it can help to provide richer and more equitable senses of place and belonging in Sydney and beyond.
